Iju t! Hi ond^ a von all the members of his asm party voted, to impeach H’ixoa. Ilia 

\ 

stanchest bittor^ertdoro wore without choice. Their survival required it despite all 
they had refused to boo, pretonded they did not understand and even alleged did not 
Q-J.st . One Republican who was, while compromised by being a Re lublican and who took 
liia stand on the Constitution, is Hamilton Fish, Jr. lie is the son of one of the most 
conservative of modem legislators, the e-publican Congressman ulio was FDR's 
representative and enemy, the nan who could not have been noro unlike FDR, 

T.ho younger Fish, like amny members of the House Judiciary ComaLttoo, filed 
personal views in addition to those on which all agreed in their unanimous I impeachment 
report. His beliefs were based on Section 3 or Article 2 of the Constitution, which 
includes the requirement tliat the President 11 shell take care that the laws sr e fe>i 
faitlifully executed." Fish's opinion includes: 

"The 'lake caro* caluoo imposes a personal obligation faithfully to honor, 
respect, obey anu execute the laws. At the very least M is bound not to violate 
the lawf not to order others to violet the law; and not to tsszsEnssfL participate in 
the concealment of evidence respecting violations of law of which he is made aware, 

Iliis is scarcely novel; the same could bo said of any citizen, whether or not bound 
by the oath of office." 

Fish also quoted on liistoric early interpretation of the President's oblj rations . 

1823 ' 

the/opinion of Attorney General William Wirt to President Colon Quincy Adams, "The Pi-osi- 
dont is no c to perform the duty but to see that tho officer assigned b ir law to 
perform dutiaa bis duty faithfully- that is, hinontly. . .£• " 

Fisli concluded that "If a President has knowledge that the laws are being violated 
or improperly o scouted, no is under a duty to take appropriate stops to remedy thwso 
wiongs. Among otner tiling!.; h. must bring the matter to the attention of authorized 
law enforcement officials," 

These formulations • re as JdLnd to Dixon as any can. bo. He has tho obligation of 

iALj. citizens not to viol .to the law. His has tho obligation of all citizens to report 
violatoon of tho law to proper authority. Whon ho fails to, ns with ordinary citizens, 



Hr 3ms a legal obligation 



in itse-lf that ia a crime known as "misprison of a felony, " 
in addition, to soo to it tliat all his oppoiutecs enforce the law. is not tho 
Director of the federal Bureau of Investigation aad h< is not the; ^ttomey General 
of the United Status. Ho appoints executive-branch officials. They serve at his gre.ee. 
Ho can fire any one at any time for any cause. They investigate, they enforce tho 
laws, not th ’ President. The ^reaidentwho knows of any crime and does not nangyfcBnri-t 
tka±z±hxz?BBB*B "bring tho matt- r to the attention of law enforcement officials" 
immediately thereby br ales tho law himself and himself becomes a criminal. 



Simultaneous, "At tho very least lie is bound not to violate thelaw; not to order 
others to violnt - tho law; and not to particopnto in the concealment of •• vid. r.co 
repseting violations of the law of wliich he is made aware." 

Tho are the absolute minimum of prosidenti.il responsibilities. 

The president is not a dictator. The laws apply to him, too. 



Each of Fish's specifications of presidential duty is v crime of the president 
doss not perforin it, as it is a crime for liim as for ordinary citizens to do what 
the law says he my not do. 



With each of those specifications Nixon committed crimes. 



lio \U.ir> 



simultaneously President of the Unit d States and criminal 



